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Gregory to protect a certain Sinceris, who, having abstained from touching his late father-in-law's effects, refused to be responsible for his debts, and was in consequence molested by the creditors1; another bishop was commanded to arrange a dispute about the servile status of a woman2; the bishop of Syracuse was ordered to punish a man who had violently separated one of his female slaves from, her husband, and sold her8; the bishop of Civitavecchia was directed to protect Lmninosa, widow of a Tribunus, and see that she was not disturbed for the rest of the year in the exercise of the cometim held by her late husband.4 The following letter to Peter, Hector of the Sicilian Patrimony, is typical6: "As wo havo no desire to infringe the privileges of laymen in thoir judgments, so, when these jiidgmoiits arc iniquitous, it is our desire that you resist thorn with moderate authority. For to restrain the violence of laymen is not to act against the law, but to support tho law. Since then Beusdodit, the son-in-law of Felix of Orticellum, is said to havo done violent wrong to tho bearer of these presents and to be still unlawfully detaining her property (tho dejection of her widowhood not moving his compassion, but confirming his malice), we charge your Experience to give her protection against the aforesaid man and in all other matters in which she suffers wrong, Let no one oppress her. Do not neglect this which, without prejudice to equity, wo have commanded you, or compel widows and other poor persons, who can get no assistance with you, to undergo the expense of making the long journey hithor to us."
In respect of the privilege of asylum, Gregory's intentions are quite clear. Asylum was to be used to further the interests of equity and justice, and not to screen malefactors from punishment. If tlie refugees wore slaves, Gregory directed that, in case they had any just cause of complaint against their masters, a proper arrangement was to bo made for thorn before they loft the sanctuary. In case they had committed a venial fault, they were to be given up to their masters after receiving a solemn promise of pardon.0 The breaking of such a promise was punished
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